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GANDY WAGES 


shipping'that is in prospect will force 
divest more than tual Ta maintenance of track 
jand roadbeds. 

“There has been some talk of raising the mini- 
num pay for rgilroad workers. from.30 cents 

hour to 40 cebts through action by the wage 

‘and hour administration, Counsel for Class 1 rall- 
roads told federal administrators that if this were 
done there“would be a.big loss of jobs through 
farther: mechanization. 

Tnfany ease, the thing for the rajlzoad track re- 
i pairmen to do is make an early start in WW 
organization this season. There is a wonderful 

lot of persuasion in a bunch of red cards when 
they are in the packets of men on one of these 
wandy gangs. A wobbly delegate on the job baeked 
Up by a livewire membership is worth more 
than & dozen lawyers in Washington. 


CAN'T CLOSE PLANT 


Anpther stunt down south of 
| which has Ameriean big business 

e American Smelting and Refining 
Company. It appears the company wants to close 
down its plant “because it is unprofitable.” But 
x | the miners Kave other ideas; they, see no reason 


road track workers are looking forward 1a i 
‘a good ‘The idea is that the at I 
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Fellow Worker R. Schrier is/, 
acting secretary of tbe Buffalo) 


function in this capacity until the| 
[coming spring Lakes conference. Ad- 
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MANHATTAN 1U sto | 
Addgeas all communications for the | 
Manbaltan TU 310° branch to A. 
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Jand acting GOC chairman pending | 
|Sitcome of the 10 10 referendum 
1 s10 BALLOT 
The period of nomination for GOC 
rmbers i= now closed. All members 
[are wdvised to consult branch 
tutes’ or the GOC Bulletin because 
the name fill not be 
made public. i 
[The "balloting for the! GOC will 
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PLAIN WORDS 
sThe Preamble to the C 
A appcars on this, page 
ould be hard tg misunderstand, just what wage 
rkers mist do.in order to advaniee their in- 
Ternsts and why. It speaks of workers organizing 
Sea class and it-makes no qualifying exceptions. 
The WW sets up no barciers against the mem-| 
bers of ang recognizes. no 
distinctions ious beliefs, oF 
politcal ereeds. Its aim is to orxanize wage work- 
Bis for an unceasing fight against économie ills 
that hifliet the producing class of the world 
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5 they suspect, in order to give the company a. 
Jehance to starve them out and later 

|The company executives have been ordered to| 
| continue operating the plant. 

|e ane Wall Sigeet Journal: “Private enter-| 
| prise in many countries has experienced govern- 
Fiental action which in effect Keeps. factories 
Shut which otherwise might reopen, but it is a 
|hew wrinkle when a plant is ordered.to remain 
‘open when its managers want to close it.” 

| They haven't seep anything yet, 


| REGULATION 
‘The trend toward fégulation and control 


| 
| thority in the United States seems as fanny to} 
tus as the Nazi “Labor Front” in Germany and | 
Ithat, we submit,is not sdmething to laugh at, 

ticularly if one belongs to the working class. 
{But funny or not, the economic system under 
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‘The IWW?'s fied of action extends over all the 
es of the ‘world; what it expects to ne- 
complish, now o iy future time, will be ac- 
complished in that field. It ill come in conflict 
organizations when these 

ties which the IWW 
epgnizes us the prope and exclusive field of a 

jbor mavement, it otherwise 


* MACHINES AND EMPLOYMENT 


A Federal Mteserve Board statement. informs 
Us that American industry was producing more 
goads in January than ever before but with 1,000,- 
000 less persons than ever before. 

‘stood at 120 on the 
measuring stick and, said the report, 
tb per iployed, excluding’ 
el slightly smail- 

yo and thbge with jobs ai 
‘The word “slightly” “ig 

used in (ference to a displacement of 1,000,000 

workers\by advance of the machine process in 

industry. 

‘Technical epgress did not slacken during the 
past decade of Hard times. If has kept right on. 
whittling down the number of jobs available to 
‘4 growing number of job" seb’:ers.- The process 

> will go on, top, Mor there is a limit jto- man's 
mechanical genigs and no apparent Timit to. his 


f project, 


people who contend that new} 
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respeciul attention in rgspect-|* 


put they are wrong. Labor: 


of iF Hut all, will get some. No fear of the indi 
ting less in food, clothing, ete. 
‘a8 a consequence of the shorter work day.. 


+. |» MEXICAN OIL 


‘Those American owned oil wells that’ were ex- 
propriated by theMexicani government back in 
March, 1938, have 
had offered to pay: wh: 
but the Standari Oil Company insists the value 
Of the’ propertiek lies somewhere between $262,- 
(000,000 and $5000,000,000. The Mexicans say 
igures are grossly’ exaggerated. 
‘No American jworking man wise to the ways of 
American capitl at home and abroad will shed 
‘a tear or like a Mexican less if the oil companies 
‘have to, release {heir claims without taking home 
8 dime, Whether’ the Mexitan. working man is 
Detter off with the oil properties inthe hands of 
“his” government it ypother question. At worst, 
he is better able to seo how the- profits wrung 
| out of his hide are spent when his bosses live in 
"Mexico. instead of New York. 
Ine reason why the negotiations are so drawn 
‘gut; probably, is that the Wall Street boys bope| 
tel beable to nend U.S, sldiers down there 
ner or later to establish grier and justice 
ee ay, 
| Meanwhile; the oil workers unio ‘of Mesic 
is planning an extensive celebration o 
_ anniversary of the oil pron rank dd 


to make their power felt in industry. | 
‘As the ruling class moves forward it devises! 
new means of repressjng labor action but one | 
thing it can never dg,ind that is to deprive the 
workers of their weapon of class warfare. Though 
|they try hard, the masters of industry cannot 
\devise a means to prevent workers who want to 
{strike from striking, from slowing down pro- 
or from regulating theig hours of labor. 
n't move the clyss| war out of the 
industries into the political arena, no matter 
‘how: much they would like to do so, 
Workers can't just ignore what the enemy 
position 
‘of power, but they can refuse to be jockied into’ 
a cul de sac where they depend on lawyers and/ 
politicians to fight their battles for improved 
economic conditions. 


(PROFITS ‘ 


Somewhere we read recently a statement to the 
effect that “profits are only a by-product of in-| 
dustry” and that the real purpose of production 
is to supply humanity with the things“it needs. | 
Sounds interesting and we have heard it before. 
But except in stories of Utopia, we haven't en- 
couitered any evidence tg support the propo- 
sition. In this capitalist world the common prac- 
tice is for industries to shut dojyn when profits 
Mare too low. When factories shot down (except 


‘because people are hungry, 
employers see an opportunity 


are the corner stone of the. capitalist 
have production for use when 


over control. of 
industry through their indu¢érial organization. 
‘Then there won't be any profit, not even as 
by-product. 


PATRIOTS 


patriotism is often an opiate for the poverty 
strickgn worker, who gets a kick out of feeling | 
big betause he belongs to a great nation. Though 
be lives in misery he enjoys the reflected power, 
glory, and wealth of “his? country. He pretends 
he “belongs” and it makes hini feel good. In this 
iful| of these patriots are 
‘who lavish their affectibn on the “workers” 
fatherland,” Russi i 


Attacks on labor uniopism by its “open and 
avowed” enemies ere bad enough, but they’ 
‘are-as nothing Pompared to the udderhanded 
attacks of the professed friends, of tabor. If Ia- 
hor had-not been periodically cajoled and soft- 
soaped into giving up direct action for a pro-| 
mised easier road> unionism would today..be 
feecli Farther along on {he mad that Jesde 9) 
emaieipation and 4 workers’ commonweall 
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Of these arrerts, made during C. 
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beans, New England Style, and 34|terday morning Mor the 
Urmila of pork ang beans with to-| ogtcome of the election, 
rato sauce. God that you wom.” sald 
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